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Learning about copyright presents many 
challenges. Copyright can be 
complicated and confusing. It is often 
hard to understand. Negotiating 
copyright involves managing 
uncertainty and risk. When we want 
black and white answers, copyright 
invariably offers shades of grey. But 
is that a bad thing? 
Grey can be intriguing, exciting and 
alluring. It can be beautiful, 
brilliant and provocative. It can be 
enigmatic, thrilling and driven. Grey 
can be fun. 



INTERNATIONAL COPYRIGHT-LITERACY 
EVENT with PLAYFUL OPPORTUNITIES for 
PRACTITIONERS and SCHOLARS (ICEPOPS)

Copyright education, games and play,
creativity and the relationship of
copyright literacy to information
literacy and scholarly communication



WHY am I HERE?

Concerned copyright law 
in 18th century Britain

Questioned existing 
orthodoxies about the 
development of the law 
and its underpinning 
rationales

Argued that copyright was 
entirely statute-based, 
having no prior basis in 
English common law



THE STORY BEHIND the COVER

Emile Zola, 
by Manet

The Jester 
Don Diego de 
Acedo, by 
Velazquez

An engraving 
by Goya ... 

... of The 
Triumph of 
Bacchus, by 
Velazquez



THE OTHER STORY 
BEHIND the COVER

The work is in the public domain; the Musée
d’Orsay claims copyright in its photograph
of the painting



THE OTHER STORY 
BEHIND the COVER

The work is in the public domain; the Musée
d’Orsay claims copyright in its photograph
of the painting



HOW do YOU MAKE 
COPYRIGHT FUN?



PHOTOGRAPHS of UNKNOWN 
AUTHORSHIP (1957-1989)

If NO:

Was the photograph 
made available to 

the public?

Was it made available 
to the public before 

1 January 1969?

Copyright expires on 
31 December 2039

Was the photograph 
published before 1 

August 1989? 

If YES:

Copyright expires 
70 years from the 
end of the year of 
first publication

If NO:

If YES:

Copyright expires 70 
years from the end 
of the year in which 
the work was first 
made available to 

the public





THE YETI in the ARCHIVE



Eric Shipton (1907-77)
Munlung Basin, 1951



Tintin in 
Tibet
Hergé, 1960



EMBED COPYRIGHT USE 
in YOUR PRACTICE



2013

WRITING ABOUT COMICS 
and COPYRIGHT





[2018]
Whose Book Is It Anyway? A 
view from elsewhere on 
publishing, copyright and 
creativity, Jefferies and 
Kember, eds, (Open Book: 
2018)



displayatyourownrisk.org

2016



An exhibition-based project about digital 
surrogates of public domain works of art



Exhibitions in Glasgow, London, New Orleans, 
Leicester, Hamburg, Milan and Birmingham 





2017



2017



THE COPYRIGHT CORTEX:
A CATALOGUE. It collates material relating to 
copyright and digital cultural heritage –
scholarly publications, practical guidance, 
policy documents, and real world case studies –
organised under three broadly defined headings: 
(i) Research; (ii) Tools & Resources; and (iii) 
Policy & Evidence

A BOOK. A comprehensive introduction to 
copyright law for memory institutions, 
focussing specifically on how copyright impacts 
access to and use of digital cultural heritage 
materials within and across national borders











EDUCATE by DOING

ENJOY YOURSELF 
(IT’S NOT SO SCARY as YOU THINK)



2017www.digitisingmorgan.org









Regarding copyright material for which we could
not secure express permission – either because
we could not identify the owner concerned or
because permission was contingent upon payment
of a fee – we reproduce it here in accordance
with sections 29 and 30 of the Copyright Designs
and Patents Act 1988 (the CDPA) permitting use
for non-commercial research and for the purposes
of criticism, review and quotation …

If you are the owner of any material that
remains in copyright, and you consider that our
use of the material does not fall within the
scope of the copyright exceptions referenced
above, or is not otherwise lawful, then please
contact us so that we can discuss this issue and
hopefully address any concerns you may have.



EDUCATE by DOING 
and DOCUMENTING

BE HONEST, FORTHRIGHT & TRANSPARENT



2014

Since the launch of CU in March 2014:

§ Over 325,000 unique visitors 

§ 54% visitors are male 

§ 46% visitors are female

§ 60% of visitors are aged 34 or under

§ UK (40%), US (29%), Canada and Australia (3%)

§ India, Russia, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Philippines and Malaysia 

§ Most visited CU page: ‘Public Domain’

UK INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OFFICE: Find out 
more about how copyright law works ...

AUTHORS LICENSING & COLLECTING SOCIETY: 
The most visited UK copyright information 
website ...

EUROPEAN AUDIOVISUAL OBSERVATORY: One of 
the top five media literacy projects in 
the UK since 2010 ...



2015

The Adventure of the Girl with the Light Blue Hair

AHRC Research 
in Film Award 
Winner 2015



copyrightuser.org/the-game-is-on/episode-2/





FAIR



TGIO! The ADVENTURE of ...
- the GIRL with the LIGHT BLUE HAIR (2015)
- the SIX DETECTIVES (2016)
- the FORGER’S APPRENTICE (2017)
- the MISSING NOTE (Apr 2018)
- the UNRELIABLE NARRATOR (Aug 2018)
- the PHOTOGRAPHER’S STRATEGEM (Aug 2018)











WHEN the COPYRIGHT
FUN STOPS, 

STOP!



Copyright can be intriguing,
exciting and alluring. It
can be beautiful, brilliant
and provocative. It can be
enigmatic, thrilling and ...

COPYRIGHT EDUCATION CAN and
SHOULD be FUN.



Thank you for 
listening

r.deazley
@qub.ac.uk

INSUBSTANTIAL

And now:

THE PUBLISHING TRAP 
(with Jane & Chris) 
(or, questions)   

(or, both)


